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The  Geographical  Impossibility  of 
the  Czech  State. 

By  Prof.  Dr.  FRANCIS  FODOR. 

New  lines  have  been  drawn  on  the  map  of 
Europe,  lines  that  are  soon  to  become  political 
frontiers.  Yet  the  draftsman's  hand  displayed  an 
entire  ignorance  of  geography.  The  lines  seem  to 
be  drawn  in  the  air,  but  when  brought  down  to 
the  surface  of  the  earth  they  would  cause  the 
greatest  mischief  in  economic  conditions.  The 
drawing  hand  seems  to  have  perceived  but  one 
geographical  object  in  the  misty  depths  below, 
man,  and  him  but  in  his  nationality  and  language, 
without  his  economic  background.  Neither  were 
the  nationalities'  borderlines  recognised  by  the 
draftsman  who  did  not  reckon  with  topographical 
conditions  on  that  part  of  earth  surface  torn  to 
pieces  by  him,  which  strictly  delineate  the  roads  of 
traffic  and  have  formed  certain  economic  units, 
economic  communities  that  cannot  be  crossed  by 
new  political  frontierlines. 

Among  the  new  state-formations  the  contem- 
plated Czech  state  shows  the  most  impossible  geo- 
graphical conditions.  Which  is  the  principle  on 
that  the  frontiers  of  this  new  state  were  designed  ? 
It  is  difficult  to  answer  that  question.  Perhaps  the 
national  unity?  There  are  but  45*9%  of  Czechs, 
if  we  take  Moravians  as  Czechs,  against  which 
assumption  they  most  strongly  object.  The 
number  of  pure  Czechs  would  amount  to  but 
30*8%.  And  there  are  2705%  of  Germans,  12*4°/0 
of  Slovaks,  7'9°/0  of  Hungarians  and  6'3%  of 
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other  nationalities,  all  of  them  most  emphatically 
protesting  against  Czech  domination.  Lingual  or 
physical  borderlines  ?  As  Czech  interests  afford  it. 
In  the  direction  of  the  "Erzgebirge"  physical  frontiers, 
for  that  way  a  considerable  amount  of  the  German 
population  would  become  subject  to  the  Czech 
imperium;  in  the  direction  of  the  Alfold  (the  great 
Hungarian  plain)  the  physical  frontier  is  no  more 
desired  to  cross*  the  riverbeds  since  thus  1.084,000 
Magyars  may  be  annexed.  The  idea  of  a  Czech 
realm  extending  to  the  Hungarian*  basin  is  such  an 
impracticable  design,  geographically  speaking,  that 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  prove  its  preposterousness. 

The  investigation  of  the  problem  will  proceed 
in  two  directions;  the  first  is  the  demonstration  of 
the  truth  that  the  Czech  country  and  North-Hun- 
gary are  two  different  physical  units,  i.  e.  the 
parts  of  two  separate  units,  the  second  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  influences  of  the  earth  surface  upon 
man's  state-creative  power. 

That  the  Czech  country  and  the  Hungarian 
basin  are  two  entirely  different  units  is  known  to 
every  pupil  attending  a  public  school.  Czechia  is 
a  part  of  the  Middle-Europe  mountain  ruins  that 
commence  with  the  French  Central-Plateau  and 
terminate  in  the  Lysa-Gora  on  Polish  ground.  The 
Czech  politicians  seem  to  be  little  aware  of  the 
degree  these  mountain  ruins  marked  the  life  of  their 
country,  that  it  is  to  the  rich  coal-seams  the  Czechs 
of  to-day  owe  their  evolution  as  an  industrial  people. 
Another  result  of  the  location  of  Czechia  on  a  part  of 
the  Central-European  mountain  ruins  was  that  the 
country  became  an  elective  principality  of  the  German 
Empire,  tributary  to  the  German  Emperor  in  the 
course  of  history,  joined  the  German  countries  in  their 
similar  formation  of  political  units,  and  did  not  come 
into  touch  with  the  territories  situated  in  the  Eurasian 
ranges  and  basin.  The  mountains  enclosing  it  on 
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the  territory  of  the  Variscus  ruins  have  conferred 
upon  Czechia  the  character  of  a  peculiar  natural 
unit  on  three  sides,  on  the  fourth  the  delimination 
by  the  Czecho-Moravian  hills  is  so  much  weaker  that 
to-day  we  are  entitled  to  speak  of  a  separate  Czechia 
and'  a  separate  Moravia  in  conjunction  with  it. 
The  geographical  unit  of  Czechia  is  provided  with  a 
unit  of  traffic  by  the  Eger-Moldava-Elbe  basin. 

When  compared  with  the  unit  of  Czechia,  that 
of  the  Hungarian  basin  system  is  a  perfect  one. 
The  Danube  basin  is  separated  from  the  Czech 
waters  by  the  great  European  watershed  that  sun- 
ders the  north  seas  from  the  continental  basin. 
If  we  examine  the  Danube  basin  system  more 
closely,  we  observe  that  the  Morava  basin  is  wedged 
in  between  that  of  the  Elbe  and,  Danube,  outside 
the  ring  of  the  Carpathians. 

In  consequence  of  it  two  partition  walls  arise 
between  these  two  separate  natural  units,  the  one, 
less  powerfully,  the  Czecho-Moravian  hill  district,  the 
other  the  Carpathian  ranges.  The  latter  separating 
force  increases  in  strength  from  west  to  east. 

Besides,  there  is  still  another  fact  to  be 
considered  when  inquiring  the  question  of  natural 
appurtenance. 

The  Czechs  demand  the  North-Hungarian  terri- 
tory of  62,937  square  kms.  Now,  from  the  purely 
geographical  point  of  view,  where  does  this  territory 
belong  to,  to  the  Elbe  basin  or  to  the  great  Hun- 
garian one  ?  This  mountain  region  is  connected 
with  the  interior  of  the  Hungarian  basin  by  12 
rjverbeds  and  as  many  roads  and  gates  opening 
on  it,  and  not  one  of  them  on  the  Elbe  basin. 

We  have  not  yet  considered  man's  state-creative 
power  in  relation  to  the  territory,  but  merely  the 
natural  unity  of  the  surface  formation  of  the  region 
in  question,  and  on  that  ground  not  the  slightest, 
justification  for  Czech  aspirations  is  to  be  discovered. 
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Admitted  that  the  frontier  delineation  of  the 
utopical  Czech  state  within  the  Carpathian  ranges 
is  confided  to  Czech  politicians  merely  —  is  there 
a  possibility  of  delimitating  it  to  natural  boundaries  ? 
The  most  difficult  task  is  presented  by  drawing  a 
frontierline  across  12  riverbeds.  The  Czechs  were 
well  aware  of  this  truth  and  tried  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  by  extending  the  frontier  to  the 
Danube,  which  was  maintained  to  be  done  on 
special  request  of  Fieldmarshal  Foch.  Perhaps  an 
adequate  solution  from  the  military  standpoint,  but 
geographers  have  no  doubt  that  a  river  is  quite 
inadequate  as  political  frontier,  and  no  separating,  but 
rather  connective  line,  particularly  when  the  inhabi- 
tants of  either  bank  make  use  of  the  same  language. 

The  Elbe  basin  is  the  natural  territory  for  the 
Czech  people,  comprising  their  state  and  having 
been  peopled  by  their  expansion.  Centuries  ago 
the  Czech  realm  has  reached  its  natural  boundaries, 
was  not  able  to  cross  the  Moravian  frontier  hills, 
racially  speaking,  and  has  thus  proved  that  its 
natural  energy  has  exhausted  itself  in  peopling  its 
natural  basin  territory.  Nations  with  imperialistic 
aims,  if  their  numbers  do  not  suffice  to  populate 
the  territories  beyond  their  natural  boundaries,  strive 
to  obtain  a  defensive  corridor,  a  foreland  so  to 
say.  Such  a  corridor  they  were  to  our  country, 
yet  the  Czechs  have  racially  never  reached  the 
territory  beyond  the  Carpathians,  neither  at  the 
time  of  the  Hungarian  realm's  establishment  since 
at  St.  Stephen's  death  the  territories  of  Transdanubia 
and  the  Great  Plain,  now^  so  covetously  claimed, 
were  most  densily  populated  by  the  Magyars. 

It  is  the  national  energy  that  delineates  the 
boundary  lines  of  a  state.  Yet  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  Czech  state,  in  spite  of  its  minor  national 
energy,  has  several  times  penetrated  the  sphere  of 
Hungarian  imperialism  across  the  Carpathians.  The 
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natural  frontiers  of  a  state  lose  their  significance 
not  only  when  crossed  by  a  military  power,  but 
are  slightened  in  their  partitioning  force  when  made 
subject  to  the  traffic  of  an  alien  territory.  The 
point  at  issue  now  is  whether  Czechia  will  be  able 
to  subject  the  Hungarian  Upper  Country  from  the 
standpoint  of  traffic?  At  present  the  Hungarian- 
Moravian  frontier  ranges  are  five  times  traversed 
by  railway  lines,  and  it  were  difficult  to  construct  new 
lines  in  these  directions.  Among  these  five  lines  there 
is  only  one  of  international  communication,  and  not 
a  single  one  in  immediate  communication  with 
the  Czech  country,  since  parallel  riverbeds  would 
have  to  be  crossed.  Compared  with  this,  12  parallel 
riverbeds  of  the  Upper  Country  open  upon  the 
Great  Plain,  thus  constituting  an  inseparable  unit 
with  the  Hungarian  basin.  Among  these  river- 
courses  serving  trafficking  purposes  are  three  impor- 
tant highroads  of  international  traffic.  How  to 
connect  this  traffic  of  our  Upper  Country  with 
Prague  is  a  question  unanswerable  as  long  as  the 
rivers  Of  our  north  do  not  empty  into  the  Elbe. 
But  since  the  main  lines  of  traffic  are  for  ever 
delineated  by  natural  energies,  it  follows  that  the 
territories  joined  in  a  natural  way  from  the  viewpoint 
of  traffic  present  a  natural  unit  politically  too.  It  is 
true,  artificially  the  roads  of  traffic  may  be  made 
to  divert  from  the  original  lines,  yet  the  Czechs 
themselves  can  not  fail  to  admit  that  traffic  across 
the  frontier  ranges  is  not  sufficiently  lively  to  deny 
their  constituting  a  natural  boundary. 

The  other  viewpoint  from  which  to  examine 
the  political  appurtenance  of  the  Upper  Country 
is  the  progress  of  domiciliation.  It  is  a  widely 
recognised  geographical  fact  that  settlements^  are 
expanding  up  the  rivercourses.  If,'  therefore,  a 
basin  territory  is  occupied  by  a  people  of 
state-creative  power,  the  peopling  of  it  will 
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proceed  along  the  riverbeds  to  the  interior  of  the 
highlands,  provided,  of  course,  that  this  nation  is 
possessed  of  an  adequate  amount  of  national  energy. 
But  if,  in  the  contrary  case,  the  nation  inhabiting 
the  highlands  is  of  greater  strength,  it  will  gradually 
descend  to  the  interior  of  the  basin.  Now  which 
is  the  case  considering  the  struggle  for  expansion 
between  the  Slovaks  and  Magyars  in  the  Upper 
Country  ?  The  fact  that  the  Slovaks,  even  after  a 
lapse  of  thousand  years  -  -  though  according  to 
the  Czechs  they  had  settled  there  already  previous 
to  the  Magyars'  coming  —  have  not  been  able  to 
descend  from  the  highlands,  and  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Magyars,  particularly  in  the  last  few 
decades,  have  penetrated  to  the  highest  recesses 
of  the  valleys  with  their  settlements  and  culture, 
decides  the  question.  Nor  do  numerical  data  offer 
a  more  favourable  aspect.  The  fact  that  the  number 
of  Magyars  doubled  within  60  years  while  that  of 
the  Slovaks  increased  with  but  25%,  tnat  their 
numbers  waned  in  the  last  decades,  indicates  the 
degree  of  energy  in  the  two  races,  the  difference 
in  their  national  strength.  The  struggle  in  the 
Upper  Country  has  been  decided  in  favour  of  the 
Magyars. 

Even  in  case  the  Carpathian  slopes  of  either 
side  in  that  region  were  inhabited  by  the  same 
people,  we  need  not  be  in  fear  of  Czech  imperialism. 
The  conclusions  drawn  from  the  course  of  the 
states'  geographical  evolution  prove  that  the  evolu- 
tion of  these  states  must  proceed  in  another  direction. 
The  Slovaks  themselves  have  most  impressively 
emphasised  that  they  are  no  Czechs.  But  even  if 
they  were  such,  if  they  were  of  the  same  stock, 
it  would  be  meaningless  to  us.  Owing  to  the 
primitive  stage  of  traffic  we  find  that  in  many 
places  both  slopes  of  the  ranges  are  peopled  by 
the  same  race,  particularly  in  case  of  stepherds 
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who  did  not  settle  in  the  valleys,  ravines  and 
passages,  but  wandered  to  the  pastures  of  the 
snow- clad  peaks.  Thus  the  Roumanian  race  came  to 
settle  on  both  sides  of  }he  Eastern  Carpathians. 
As  a  rule  these  peoples  were  not  capable  of  crea- 
ting a  state,  or  but  a  quite  primitive  one  on  the 
two  sides  of  the  ridge.  This  is  what  happened 
ages  ago  in  West-Europe  too.  As,  however,  from 
the  standpoint  of  traffic,  the  basin  territories  have 
conquered  the  valleys  following  up  the  rivercourses, 
the  mountain  states  ceased  to  exist  and  in  West- 
Europe  the  ridge,  the  natural  obstacle  to  traffic, 
constitutes  the  frontier.  This  state  of  thing  is  the 
result  of  the  general  evolution,  and  that  evolution 
is  slowly  proceeding  to  East-Europe  also.  Yet  the 
Czechs,  whose  civilisation  and  transport-service 
are  of  the  West,  want  to  call  to  life  a  quite  primitive 
state-formation  with  the  Czecho-Slovak  state  exten- 
ding to  both  sides  of  the  Carpathians.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  modern  state  in  such  a  form.  The 
political  union  of  peoples -separated  by  the  mountains 
is  confined  to  limits  also  in  such  places  where  they, 
racially  being  kindreds,  make  every  possible  effort 
to  overcome  the  obstacle  to  their  communication. 
The  intensity  of  traffic  is  a  question  of  vital 
interest  to  modern  national  life  in  which,  however, 
to  take  an  active  part  will  be  impossible  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  slopes  belonging  to  two  different 
basin  systems.  The  Czech  and  the  Hungarian 
basin  mean  two  different  territories  of  national 
production.  Our  Upper  Country,  also  in  case  of 
appertaining  to  the  Czech  state,  should  be  depen- 
dent upon  the  Hungarian  Plain  as  to  material  cul- 
ture at  least,  and  by  these  vital  interests  be  bound 
to  Hungary,  economically  at  any  rate,  for  the  future 
too.  Nowadays  modern  sociologists  are  in  the 
habit  of  speaking  about  ,,frontierkulis".  They 
endeavour  to  let  the  Slovaks  appear  as  such  kulis 
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in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  No  doubt,  the  highlands 
are  not  situated  in  our  Alfold  (Great  Plain)  and 
the  economic  powers  of  the  country  do  not  gravitate 
to  the  former.  But  let  us  see,  would  their  posi- 
tion be  a  different  one  in  the  Czech  state  ?  To-day 
even  the  Slovaks  cannot  help  admitting  that  their 
territory  is  best  connected  with  the  traffic  of  our 
country,  in  excellent  communication  with  the  Alfold. 
Also  the  most  distant -points  of  the  Upper  Country 
fall  within  the  200  kms.  radius  from  Budapest. 
In  the  same  way  its  rivercourses  are  radiating  to 
the  Capital.  The  Czech  Capital  Prague  would  be 
situated  at  too  great  a  distance,  a  radius  emanating 
from  this-  town  would  not  touch  even  the  most 
favourably  situated  places  of  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion ;  the  distance  from  Ungvar,  for  instance,  in 
the  airline,  is  the  same  as  that  from  Budapest  to 
Cattaro,  i.  e.  600  kms.  And  the  parallel  river- 
courses  intersecting  that  territory  virtually  many 
times  increase  that  distance  !  Indeed,  the  poor  ^Slo- 
vaks were  nothing  but  frontierkulis  to  the  Czech  state. 
—  The  future  state-formations  will  be  erected  on 
the  principle  of  economical  reciprocity.  If  this 
reciprocal  economic  need  were  existing  between 
the  Upper  Country  and  Czechia,  perhaps  these 
two  territories  might  be  joined  to  a  political  unit 
in  spite  of  the  inefficiency  of  traffic.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  both  these  countries  bear  the  highland 
character,  and  thus  their  agricultural  interdepen- 
dence is  slighter  by  far  than  that  of  the  Upper 
Country  and  the  Alfold.  Czechia,  as  an  industrial 
state,  considers  our  Upper  Country  but  as  a  colony 
of  hers,  and  covers  the  need  of  Czech  capital  for 
the  Slovak  proletarians  with  the  sham  flag  of 
nationalism.  It  is  quite  plausible  that  Czech  manu- 
facturers are  pressed  for  the  potatoes,  timber  and 
wool  of  the  Upper  Country,  but  will  they  be  able 
to  supply  the  Slovaks  with  bread  and  salt,  these 
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most  important  commodities,  or  must  the  Upper 
Country,  as  hitherto,  turn  to  the  Alfold,  a  then 
alien  territory,  for  the  necessary  supplies?  The 
economic  need  is  by  no  means  mutual,  and  the 
political  union  with  Czechia,  far  from  improving 
the  economic  situation  of  the  Upper  Country,  would 
serve  to  deteriorate  it.  Between  Czechia  and  the 
Upper  Country,  in  spite  of  their  constituting  two 
different  natural  units,  there  is  no  boundary  of 
production,  the  preliminary  condition  for  economic 
interdependence. 

Our  Upper  Country  and  the  Czech  basin  will 
probably  never  constitute  an  economic  community ; 
a  closer  political  union  than  that  in  which  it  is 
found  at  present  is  inconceivable  when  considering 
geographical  conditions.  But  even  in  case  the  latter 
were  less  favourable  than  they  actually  are,  they 
would  not  endanger  the  possession  of  that  territory 
to  the  Hungarian  state.  The  territorial  evolution 
of  sjtates  is  not  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
nationality  principle,  but  in  that  of  natural  integrity 
and  economic  entirety. 

Yet  also  from  a  still  more  distant  perspective 
the  coming  into  being  of  the  Czech  state  does  not  fit 
in  with  the  direction  of  territorial  state-evolution. 
That  direction  is  indicated  by  territorial  completion 
and  not  by  ancient  separatistic  tendencies.  The 
common  evolution  of  mankind  requires  it  thus.  The 
state  boundaries  mean  as  many  barriers  as  they 
are  separating  civilisations,  material  and  mental 
cultures.  When  these  separating  lines  coincide 
with  the  natural  barriers  to  traffic,  the  mountain- 
ranges  and  the  seasides,  the  situation  is  much 
more  advantageous  to  the  cultural  evolution  of 
mankind  than  that  resulting  from  erecting  artificial 
barriers,  political  frontiers,  beside  the  natural  ones, 
between  such  territories  that  have  been  rendered 
a  natural  unit  for  mankind's  sake.  For  this  reason 
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the  delineation  of  a  political  partition-line  along 
the  eastern  hills  of  the  Alfold  is  an  impossibility. 
The  establishment  of  a  Czecho- Slovak  state  would 
mean  regression  to  territorial  dismemberment  evident 
from  the  fallowing  data.  The  present  area  of  our 
country  is»  325,  000  square  kms.  Compared  with  it 
the  area  of  the  enlarged  Czech  state  would  amount 
but  to  142,000  square  kms. 

The  utopical  national  state  does  not  agree  with 
the  direction  of  the  economic  evolution  of  states. 
Each  sj;ate  stru  ggles  for  the  right  of  free  access 
to  the  sea.  Wi  thout  this  it  is  impossible  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  stat  es  future  economic  race.  Hitherto 
there  were  but  two  European  states  lacking  this 
outlet  to  sea,  S  witzerland  and  Servia.  Since  the 
new  state-formati  on  were  of  purely  inland  character, 
it  would  increase  the  numbers  of  states  lacking  an 
economically  efficient  location. 

It  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  brief  sketch  to 
point  out  in  more  minute  details  the  geographical 
impossibility  of  th  is  state-formation.  What  we  have 
said  may  suffice  to  prove  that  besides  difficulties 
arising  from  historical  rights  and  international  laws, 
created  by  thT  human  mind  and  to  be  surmounted 
by. human  will,  there  are  such  territorial  obstacles 
to  a  state- formation  of  this  kind  as  cannot  be 
removed  by  the  national  idea*  not  even  by  that 
sprung 'fro  in  the  desire  of  a  uniform  people. 
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By  D.  Ddrdaf. 

No.  4.  The   Geographical   Impossibility  of 
the  Czech  State.  By  Dr.  Francis  Fodor. 

No.  5.  Can  Roumanian  Rule  in  East-Hun- 
gary Last?  By  A.  Kovdcs. 

No.  6.  West-Hungary.    By  Gustav  Thirring. 

No.  7.  The  Martyrdom  of  Croatia. 

By  C.  Battorich. 
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